
NEW MEMBER BIOGRAPHIES 

 

The 2019 General Election brought twenty-two new members to the House of Delegates (17) and 

Senate of Virginia (5). One contest, the 83rd District, is currently in a recount and is not included 

in this new member biography. The Democratic challenger, Nancy Guy, currently leads 

Republican Delegate Chris Stolle by eighteen votes.  

 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

 

 

Will Wampler (R-4th) 

Wampler was elected to succeed Delegate Todd Pillion who won the 40th 

Senate District.  

 

Wampler is a native of Virginia, and comes from a family lineage steeped in 

Republican Party politics. Both his father and grandfather were elected to 

represent Southwest Virginia. Wampler earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Political 

Science from the University of South Carolina, and went on to earn a law degree 

from Liberty University.  

 

Wampler owns his own law practice based in Abingdon, and prior to establishing his own office, 

Wampler clerked for Virginia Supreme Court Justice Elizabeth McClanahan.  

 

The 4th District includes all or portions of the following localities: Washington County, Russell 

County, Dickenson County, and Wise County. 

 

John Avoli (R-20th) 

Avoli was elected to succeed Delegate Dickie Bell (R-Staunton) who announced 

his retirement earlier in the year. Avoli is an Italian immigrant who moved to 

Virginia in 1974. Avoli attended the University of Richmond, and is a retired 

public educator. Avoli was elected to the Staunton City Council in 1990, and 

served for sixteen years, including fourteen as Mayor.  

 

In recent years, Avoli served as the Executive Director of the Frontier Culture 

Museum in Staunton. He retired from that position in 2017 after sixteen years.  

 

Avoli resides in the City of Staunton. The 20th District includes all or portions of the following 

localities: Augusta County, Nelson County, Highland County, Staunton City, and Waynesboro 

City.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Wendell Walker (R-23rd) 

Walker was elected to succeed Delegate Scott Garrett (R-Lynchburg) who 

announced earlier this year he was retiring at the end of his term. 

 

Walker is originally from Georgia but located to Lynchburg in 1975 to attend 

Liberty University. Walker owned a small landscape contractor business in 

Lynchburg. Over the past twenty years, Walker has worked on workforce 

development issues through apprenticeship programs throughout Virginia.  

 

In addition to Walker’s professional activities, he is also a longtime conservative activist, having 

been involved in Republican Party politics at the local, regional and statewide levels.  

 

Walker is married, and together they have two adult children.  

 

The 23rd District includes all or portions of the following localities: Bedford County, Amherst 

County, Lynchburg City. 

 

 

Chris Runion (R-25th) 

Runion was elected to succeed Delegate Steve Landes (R-Weyers Cave) who 

announced earlier this year he was retiring at the end of his term.  

 

Runion is a native Virginian who grew up in the Shenandoah Valley. Runion 

graduated from Virginia Tech and began working for a poultry company located 

near Bridgewater. Runion describes himself as a businessman, and is focused 

on lower taxes and less regulation.  

 

Runion is very active in the civic community. He is a member of the Greater Augusta Chamber of 

Commerce, is a former president of the Harrisonburg-Rockingham Chamber of Commerce, and is 

a former member of the Rockingham County Planning Commission.  

 

The 25th District includes all or portions of the following localities: Augusta County, Albemarle 

County, and Rockingham County.  

 

Josh Cole (D-28th)  

Joshua Cole was elected to represent the 28th District having narrowly lost his 

first election in 2017 to Delegate Bob Thomas (R-Stafford). Thomas was 

defeated in a Primary Election earlier this year. Interestingly, the 28th District 

was held by former Speaker William J. Howell from 1987 until 2017.  

 

Cole has been involved in politics for quite some time, having served as a 

legislative assistant to Delegate Kelly Convirs-Fowler, and as an assistant in the 

Senate Clerk’s Office. Cole also served as a House Page in 2005.  

 



Cole is a lifelong resident of Stafford County. Cole is very involved in the local community and 

serves on a number of boards and commissions such as the Greater Fredericksburg Area Interfaith 

Council, and as President of the Stafford County NAACP.  

 

The 28th District is comprised of all or portions of the following localities: Stafford County, City 

of Fredericksburg. 

 

Dan Helmer (D-40th) 

Dan Helmer was elected to represent the 40th District, defeating longtime 

incumbent Delegate Tim Hugo.  

 

Helmer is a West Point graduate, Rhodes Scholar, and veteran of both the Iraq 

and Afghanistan conflicts. Helmer currently works at an organization focused on 

protecting veterans’ healthcare. Helmer’s campaign was focused on rising 

healthcare costs and the importance of gun control.  

 

Helmer resides in Fairfax County. He is married and together he and his wife have two children.  

 

The 40th District is comprised of all or portions of the following localities: Fairfax County and 

Prince William County.  

 

 

Sally Hudson (D-57th) 

Hudson ran unopposed in her campaign for the 57th District. This Charlottesville-

based district is overwhelmingly Democratic and she was running to replace 

retiring Delegate David Toscano.  

 

Hudson is an assistant professor at the University of Virginia, where she focuses 

on statistics. Hudson is also an advisor to non-profit agencies and consults for 

leading philanthropic groups such as the Bloomberg and Buffett Foundations. 

Hudson is involved in a number of political organizations such as FairVote 

Virginia, OneVirginia2021, and Indivisible.  

 

Hudson studied economics at Stanford University and earned her PhD in economics at MIT. 

 

The 57th District is comprised of all or portions of the following localities: Charlottesville and 

Albemarle County.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Carrie Coyner (R-62nd) 

Coyner was elected to represent the 62nd District, replacing longtime Delegate 

Riley Ingram who announced his retirement in 2019.  

 

Coyner is an attorney and practices business and real estate law. She is a graduate 

of the University of Virginia and holds a law degree from the University of 

Richmond, School of Law.  

 

Coyner is very engaged in the civic community. She is a member of the 

Chesterfield County School Board, and is involved in the Chester YMCA, the Chesterfield County 

Chamber of Commerce, and her local PTA. 

 

Coyner is married and together she and her husband have three children who are all students in 

Chesterfield County Public Schools. 

 

The 62nd District is comprised of all or portions of the following localities: Chesterfield County, 

Hopewell City, and Prince George County. 

 

Rodney Willett (D-73rd) 

Willett was elected to represent the 73rd District, replacing Delegate Debra 

Rodman who unsuccessfully sought the 12th Senate District against incumbent 

Senator Siobhan Dunnavant (R-Henrico). 

 

Willett is a native Virginian and longtime resident of Henrico County. He is a 

local government attorney and graduate of The College of William and Mary, 

where he earned both his undergraduate and law degrees.  

 

Rodney is very involved in the local community, serving as Chairman of the Richmond Performing 

Arts Alliance, and as a member of the board of Rx Partnership, which provides free or low-cost 

prescription medication fulfillment to uninsured Virginians. 

 

Willett is married to Lydia and together they have three children.  

 

The 73rd District is comprised of all or portions of the following localities: Richmond City and 

Henrico County.  

 

Clinton Jenkins (D-76th) 

Jenkins was elected to represent the 76th District, having defeated longtime 

Republican Delegate Chris Jones. As background, Jones serves as Chairman of 

the House Appropriations Committee. 

 

Jenkins is native of Suffolk, Virginia. He served in the U.S. Army and earned 

degrees from both Saint Leo University and Southeastern Baptist Theology 

Seminary. In a professional capacity, Jenkins has worked as a contracts 

administrator for BAE Systems, and as an ethics officer for the shipyard. 

Recently, he manages a local real estate company with his daughter. 



 

Jenkins is involved in his community and is active in local civic leagues, churches, and other 

community organizations.  

 

The 76th District is comprised of all or portions of the following localities: Suffolk City, and 

Chesapeake City. 

 

Don Scott (D-80th) 

Scott was elected to succeed Delegate Matthew James, who resigned earlier this 

year to take a position within the Northam Administration.  

 

Scott is originally from Houston, Texas and graduated from Texas A&M 

University. Following graduation, Scott served in the U.S. Navy as a Surface 

Warfare Officer. Scott went on to pursue a law degree at Louisiana State 

University.  

 

Scott has resided in Portsmouth since 2002. In 2015, Scott founded his own law firm and currently 

practices in the Hampton Roads area.  

 

Don is married to Mellanda Colson-Scott, a dentist. Together, they have one child. 

 

The 80th District is comprised of all or portions of the following locality: Portsmouth City.  

 

Alex Askew (D-85th) 

Askew was elected to succeed Delegate Cheryl Turpin, who unsuccessfully ran 

for the 7th Senate District. Turpin served one term in the House of Delegates.  

 

Askew is native of Virginia Beach, and attended Hampton University. Upon 

graduation, Askew worked on a number of political campaigns at both the local, 

statewide, and national levels. Following his work on campaigns, Askew became 

a legislative assistant in the House of Delegates. 

 

Askew is engaged in the Hampton Roads civic community as a member of the New Jerusalem 

Ministries, and as a founding member of the New Leaders Council. He is also a member of the 

Democratic Business Alliance of South Hampton Roads. 

 

The 85th District is comprised of the following locality: City of Virginia Beach. 

 

Suhas Subramanyam (D-87th) 

Subramanyam was elected to succeed Delegate John Bell (D-Loudoun) who 

successfully sought the 13th Senate District.  

 

Subramanyam is the child of Indian immigrants who came to America in 1979. 

Subramanyam was raised in Northern Virginia and attended Tulane University. 

Following graduation, Subramanyam worked on Capitol Hill as a healthcare and 

policy aide. Later, he earned his law degree from Northwestern University.  



 

Subramanyam later went on to work in the Obama White House, and now owns his own consulting 

firm in Loudoun County where he advises companies and nonprofits on technology, government 

regulations, and economic empowerment.  

 

The 87th District is comprised of portions of the following localities: Loudoun County, and Prince 

William County. 

 

Martha Mugler (D-91st) 

Mugler was elected in an open seat as the current incumbent, Delegate Gordon 

Helsel, decided not to seek reelection.  

 

Mugler is a native of Hampton, Virginia and member of the Hampton School 

Board since 2008. Mugler is a graduate of Radford University. Mugler has held 

several positions in banking and university admissions.  

 

Mugler’s husband, Ross Mugler, is the Commissioner of Revenue in Hampton. 

Together, they have three children and two grandchildren. 

 

The 87th District is comprised of all or portions of the following localities: Hampton City, 

Poquoson City, and York County.  

 

Shelly Simonds (D-94th) 

Simonds defeated Republican Delegate David Yancey in this Newport News area 

district. This was Simonds’ third run for the House of Delegates. 

 

Simonds has an extensive background in education. She has worked as a teacher, 

and later went on to serve on the School Board in Newport News. In 2015 and 

2017, Simonds unsuccessfully challenged Delegate David Yancey for the 94th 

House District, though her 2017 campaign made national news as it ended in a 

tie. 

 

Simonds’ husband, Paul is a NASA engineer, and together, they have two daughters.  

 

The 94th District is comprised of the following locality: Newport News City.  

 

Amanda Batten (R-96th) 

Batten was elected to succeed Delegate Brenda Pogge who announced her 

retirement in early 2019.  

 

Batten is a longtime resident of the Middle Peninsula, and has worked for a 

number of years as a legislative assistant to Delegate Brenda Pogge, and before 

that to Senator Tommy Norment. Batten also previously worked at the Medical 

Society of Virginia.  

 



Batten is a graduate of Ashford University, and also participated in the University of Virginia’s 

Sorensen Political Leaders Program.  

 

Batten is married to her husband, and together they have one child.  

 

The 96th District is comprised of portions of the following localities: James City County and York 

County.  

 

Scott Wyatt (R-97th) 

Wyatt was elected to succeed Delegate Chris Peace, who Wyatt defeated in a 

Primary Election contest earlier this year.  

 

Wyatt currently serves as a Supervisor in Hanover County, and focused on lower 

taxes and fewer regulations during his time on the Hanover County Board of 

Supervisors.  

 

Wyatt is a native of Virginia and attended both J. Sargeant Reynolds Community 

College and Virginia Commonwealth University. He retired from Verizon, where he worked for 

nearly thirty-four years. 

 

Wyatt is married and together he and his wife have two adult daughters. 

 

The 97th District is comprised of all or portions of the following localities: Hanover County, New 

Kent County, King William County.  

  

 

SENATE OF VIRGINIA 

 

 

Jennifer Kiggans (R-7th) 

Kiggans succeeded former Senator Frank Wagner (R-Virginia Beach) who 

resigned earlier this year to take a position with the Virginia Lottery.  

 

Kiggans is a former Navy pilot and nurse practitioner. Kiggans earned a degree 

from Boston University an went on to serve as a helicopter pilot in the U.S. Navy. 

Following retirement from the Navy, Kiggans went back to school and earned a 

degree as a Nurse Practitioner. She currently works at Eastern Virginia Medical 

School, as well as at a small family practice. Kiggans is deeply focused on 

providing accessibility to mental health treatment. 

 

Kiggans is married to her husband, a retired U.S. Navy fighter pilot who now works for United 

Airlines. Together, they have four children.  

 

The 7th District is comprised of all or portions of the following localities: Virginia Beach City, and 

Norfolk City.  

 



Hashmi Ghazala (D-10th) 

Ghazala defeated freshman Republican Senator Glen Sturtevant in this 

Richmond area district.  

 

Ghazala immigrated to the United States and settled in Georgia, where she later 

attended college at Georgia Southern University. Ghazala went on to obtain a 

Ph.D. from Emory University. In 1991, Ghazala moved to the Richmond area 

and for the past twenty-five years, she has worked as an educator in Virginia’s 

college and university system.  

 

Ghazala is married to her husband, Azhar, and together they have two daughters. Ghazala is the 

first Muslim to serve in the Senate of Virginia.  

 

The 7th District is comprised of all or portions of the following localities: Virginia Beach City, and 

Norfolk City.  

 

John Bell (D-13th) 

John Bell successfully sought the 13th District being vacated by retiring Senator 

Dick Black (R-Loudoun). Bell currently serves in the House of Delegates, where 

he was first elected in 2015.  

 

Bell is a retired member of the United States Air Force, serving nearly twenty-

six years before retiring as a Major in 2007. Following his career in the Air Force, 

Bell worked in the private sector, including at Booz Allen Hamilton.  

 

Bell is married to his wife, Margaret, and together they reside in South Riding, Virginia. John and 

Margaret have five children and three grandchildren. 

 

The 13th District is comprised of all or portions of the following localities: Loudoun County, and 

Prince William County.  

 

Joe Morrissey (D-16th) 

Joe Morrissey defeated Senator Rosalyn Dance (D-Petersburg) in a Primary 

Election earlier this year. The 16th District is considered a safe Democratic 

district. 

 

Morrissey is known as “Fighting Joe” and earlier this year, successfully sought 

the Democratic nomination in the 16th District against a longtime African-

American incumbent. Morrissey is best known for interesting theatrics at the 

Capitol during his time as a Delegate. In 2014, Morrissey resigned from the 

House of Delegates after he plead guilty to contributing to the delinquency of a minor.  

 

Morrissey is an attorney by background, though his law license was revoked in 2018 due to 

unethical and unprofessional conduct. That decision is currently under appeal.  

 



The 16th District is comprised of all or portions of the following localities: Richmond City, 

Petersburg City, Hopewell City, Prince George County, Dinwiddie County, and Chesterfield 

County. 

 

Todd Pillion (R-40th) 

Pillion was elected to succeed retiring Republican Senator Bill Carrico. The 40th 

District is located in Southwest Virginia and considered a safe Republican seat. 

 

Pillion is a native of Lee County, Virginia. He attended Lincoln Memorial 

University, and attended Virginia Commonwealth University’s School of 

Dentistry. Pillion is also a member of the Virginia Army National Guard, detailed 

to its Medical Detachment.  

 

Pillion currently practices general dentistry in Abingdon, where he resides with his wife, Amanda, 

and their four children.  

 

The 40th District is comprised of all or portions of the following localities: Washington County, 

Smyth County, Scott County, Lee County, Wise County, Bristol City, Grayson County, and Wythe 

County.  

 


